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British and French Launch New Offensive

Prisoners Taken by British So Numerovs Troops
Have Difficulty in Handling Them—British
Fourth Army and French First Army Ad-

vance at Dawn and Capture Several Vil-
lages and Important Positions in Less Than

Four Hours.

WITH THE BRITISH ARMY IN FRANCE, Aug. 8.—|

-+

is under the immediate
Haig, the

move which
direction of Field Marshal
British commander-in-chief
Both the Paris and Londen official
statement announce the opening of the
attack and report satisfactery progress
| in its early stages.
|  The ficld of the fighting is the
gscene of the most proanounced German
success in this year's series of enemy
offensives. It was in the first Ger.
man blow, delivered againt the Brit-
| Ish front beiween Cambrali and La
Fere, on March 21, that the enemy
broke into the Allied lines and was
not stopped until he had pushed to the
region of Montdidier., He swept over
a wide stretch of territory and estab.

lished the vast salient that has since
stood virtually intact, with its apex
at Montdidier and its base roughly

extending along the line from Albert,
near the Somme, on the north, to

11:30 a. m.—(By The Associated Press).—The British at-| Noyon on the Oise on its southern

tacked over a | 2-mile front on both sides of the Somme. .
gained all their objectives within four hours and have captured |

a considerable number of prisoners and guns.

They

WITH THE FRENCH ARMY IN FRANCE, Aug. 8.—

Il a. m.—(By The Associated Press).—A combined Franco- | the
British assault began exactly at dawn toda- along a front of

| gide.

The front under attack is not defi-
nitely defined, but it seema probable
that its length s at least twenty miles

from the Somme to the Mentdidier
region.
Marehal Foch's object in striking

here may well have been based upon
idea of breaking up the encmy
ine between Montdidier and Sols-
sons before the Germans had time <o

between 40 and 50 kilometers and a success was scored imme- stabilize the Scissons-Rheims front

diately.

cave.
of Demuin and Aubercourt.

Around Morisel and Moreuil the German resistance is

terrific.

PARIS, Aug. 8.—Franco-British troops at five o'clock

this morning began an offensive in the region southeast of!

Amiens, the war office announces.
The attack is developing under favorable conditions.

Along the French front the artillery preparation lasted

The British advanced toward Cerisy-Gailly, on the
south side of the Somme east of Sailly Laurette, and Marcel-!
The French advanced at the same time in the direction

The Associnted Pross )

British and French troops attacked
this morning from Albert, northeast of
Amiens, to Montdidier on the Avre,
southeast of Amlens, the front of at.
tack belng approximately 28 miles

Meager reports from the field indi-
cate that the allies have advanced to
a depth of about three miles south of
the Somme and probably have taken
the villages of Marcelcave and La
Maotle-en.Senterre.

The Germans seem to have had
knowledge of the plans of the allied
commander-.in.chlef, for during thes
last ten days they have carried out
three local retirements in the northern
cectore of their line—two of these

for forty minutes after which the troops left their trenches!withdrawais being the Picardy salient,

with wonderful dash. Before 8 o'clock considerable progress
had been recorded and all the first objectives had been at- Avre river, north of Montdidier

tained.

LONDON, Aug. 8 —British troops launched an offensive

east and southeast of Amiens this morning, says a statement

from Field Marshal Haig today.

the attack is progressing satisfactorily.

The attack ic <ndcr the command of Field Marshal Haig |,
and is on a wide front, the statement adds.

Early reports indicate that | ...,

gaged, the British Fourth army and the French First army,|

advanced at dawn.

WITH THE BRITISH ARMY IN FRANCE, Aug. 8.— line swings to the north

(By The Associated Press).—In their offensive on the front
east of Amiens today the British have taken Hahner wood,
Dodo wood and probably have possession of the towns of
Marcelcave and La Motte-en-Santerre.

WITH THE BRITISH ARMY IN FRANCE, Aug. 8.—|
(By The Associated Press).—The line attacked this morning | inz effect on the German

extends roughly from the neighborhood of Morlancourt, about
three miles and a half southwest of Albert, to the Avre va]leyI
south of Moreuil. Details of the fighting are coming to the

rear slowly.
formation.
only three minutes of artillery

“Going fine,”" constitutes the best available in-
The British launched their attack in a mist after

preparation.

LONDON, Aug. 8.—(Picardy Battle Front) .—Accord-
Ing to advices received in London, the French and British
forces which attacked this morning in the Picardy sector have

advanced at some points to a depth
i a +

LONDON, Aug. 8—A very consider-
able number of villages have been cap-
lured In the Franco-British offensive
and substantial progress have been
made, according to news received here
this afternoon,

WITH THE BRITISH ARMY IN
FRANCE.—In the district north of the
Somme the Germans are reported to
Nave launched two counter-attacks.
The British artillery fire broke them
both up

. The prisoners taken by the British

of more thansthree miles.

are so numerous that they are having
difficulty in handling them.

{By The Associated Press)
Giving the Germans no time to catch
their breath after their crushing de.
feat on the Alsne-Marne front, Mar.
shal Foch has launched a fresh blow
against them in a new sector

The attack started at dawn this

morning on a wide front In Picardy | lines mora than half @ mile on a front ‘np‘_-md with the government over tho
The ! af almost

Amiens,
the

east and southcast of

French First army and British

Fourth army are engaged in this new

one on each side of Albert, along the
Ancre river, and the other along tha
In
both cases the enemy retired to posi-
tions before which rivers offer partial
protection,

PARIS, Aug Th official w
tatement snys
“AlL 5 o'clock this moming (Thurs
French troops in company wlth
Diritish forces attacked In the reglon
southeast of Awmiens, The atlack is
eveloping  uwnder  favorable  condi

The troops en- tions

An attack southeast of Amiens prob
ably Is aimed at weakening, If not to
wipe outl, the German position in and

around Montdidier, where the battle

The British
troops hold & seclor south of the
Somme which Joins the French lines
south of Villers-Bretonneux. Late last
week the Cermans withdrew to the

casl of the Avre, west and northwest
of Mantdidier. Sinee then the French
have been gaining ground on the same
{ront

A break through into the Montdidier

| sector probably would have a mwenace
lines from
Rheims to Ypres.
(By Associated Presz)

|

WITH THE AMERICAN ARMY ON
THE VESLE, Aug. 7.—More American
infantry units crossed the Vesle east
and west of Flsmes late today. The
Germans  are  counter-attacking the
Americans west of Fismes, but the
Americans are shattering the enemy |
efforts and holding their ground.

Merning Review of the War Situatien,
{By The Assoclated Press)

Allied troops on two widely sgep- |
arated sectors are keseping the Ger- |
mans busy and have carried out Im-
portant local advances

French and American troops
crogsed the Vesle successlfully
front of about five miles between
Braisne and Fismes, North of |
Rhelms on the eastern end of thig |
sector the French have moved 400
yards between the rallroads runping
to Laon and Bethel

Hritish troops at the apex of the
L¥ys sallent have pushed forward thelr

have
on |

five mtles near the '_'Iill‘-‘
ence river. Apparently the German re- |
sistnnce was not great, Thus

far |Grate,

P

| LEADS ADVANCING
FORCE IN ALBANIA

PACKERS
= FACING
L ORDER

| Allied Einess.
FIVE FIRHENVOLVED

Investigators Report
Misdeeds to President
Wilson,

General Franchet-Esperey.

WASHINGTON., Aug S8.—Govern
ment acquisition and control of all the
principal etockyards, cold storage

“* the Saloniki freat He is one of Plauts and warehouses and both re
the leaders of tke Franco-Italian (rigerator and cars has heen
W allY Winich s advancing now g Fecommen president by the
Albania. federal trade commission to destroy a
monapoly which it declares Swilt
company, Armour & company, Morris

company. Wilson & company, ind

NAVY UNAFFECTED e

General Franchet-Esperey is the
new commander of the French forces

cattle

U-BOAT
SINKS
P

. as Tuesday Nigh
| as luesaay Night.
| ———a
| NEW YORK, Aug. 8 —Information
that the American steamship Merak
| 3224 tons gross, was sunk by a Ger-
man submarine off Cape Hatteras on
Tuesday night, was received today In
marine insurance circles here. One
small boat containing 15 members of
the crow sLill unacocuntied for

The eaptain and 23 members of the
|rrr-'.\' have been landed at Norflolk.
| The Merak, one of the former Dutch
cargo vessels which were taken over

Is

a few months ago by the United States |

shipping board was on her way from

an American port for Chile, carrying
| conl

The navy's report said:

“The American steamship Merak
wias shelled, torpedoed and sunk by
an enemy submarine at 1:50 p. m., on
Tuesday, 156 miles northeast of the
Diamend shoul lightship off Cape Hat

N,

tons

The Merak wan of

i L]
all 2o

teras,
ETOSS

[ WASHINGTON

Packing company ex Aug. 8 —-Sinking of
over ihe meat indus- |the small unarmed American ste umer
. of the country, but other nec Merak by & German submarine off the
ury food supplic | coast of North Carolina was reported
BY NEW E]RA FT The commission’s report was made =."'14‘-“ to the navy department. No
piiblic today through the White House, | #€l2lis were given
It has been in the hands of the presi- [
3 dent ginee July & and bhad not pre- |lare nesessary to provide facilities for
- Iously been issued “because the pres- | (he compelitive marketing and stor
Ex!enslon to Navy Depart_ 1!'1'1 "l' l:!.'.-l wizshed to be in possession ag=ze of food producits in the principal
} of full information,” ecenters of distribution and consump-
ment Not Necessary—[Mer- Power Used Unfairly tiog! The same 'to'be operated by the
chant Ma.rine ME!‘! Dasing " -"i'-!”"m!'n‘ upon a great |sovernment public mitkets  and
volume of evidence examined, the |sterage plices under such conditions
Needed‘ cormmlission sald the power of the five las will afford an outlet for all manu
= ——— packing mpani “has been and facturers and handlers of food pro

WASHINGTON, Aug. S—Extension being un Iy snd tHlezally usad™ to ducts on equal terms, Supplementing
ol the draft svstem o The navy is nol Manip e L stock market the marketing and rir facilities
regarded as pecessary at this thine by Restrict interstate and Internatiopal [thus sequired, the federal government
the navy department Rear Admiral supplies of food should establish, through tho rallroad
Palmer, chief of the Bureau of naviga- Control the prices of dressed meats ladministration at the terminals of all
tion, told the senate military commit- | 2and other food principal poipts of distribution and
tee today the nuvy has practically all Defraud bolth the producers of fond  eonsumption, central wholesale mai
the men it s and that ealistments | and consumers kets and stornge plants with facilitis
would not affected by changing the Crugh effvetive competition open 1o all, upon puyment of just and
army draft age vecure speckil privileges from rail- {fair charges'

Enlistments i the navy now total road tockyard companies and muni- | Dominant Facts Stand Out
approximately 420000 men id Ad- elpalities and, | Our of the mass of Information
miral Palmer who repri leyl Secre Mrofite Ll port conlinued, "one fasl stand
tary Ihaniels before the commlite: Graft Conspiracies Found ont ‘with all possible emphasis The

Admiral Palmer expliddned that en "While we lhifive fTound. id the lsmiull deminant group of Auerican
listments now are principally to pro- | commi R 5 repois intricate fab- | menl packers are now international in
vide crews for the merchant marine Fie of ‘monopolic controls, combinn thetr activities while remainine Amer
and that about 200,000 men have heen ! Hons,  conspiracies  and rostraints” |lcan in their identity. Blame which
accepted for that purpose. Fven if the | Which would seem to indicate legishi- |now attaches 1o them [or thelr prai
present bill §s enacted he said that the Hye or administrativ remedies weltieog abroad as well us at home in-
aavy would have no diffieulty in re- | belleve that an adequate remedy mav | evitably will attach te our country i
crufting 10,000 men o month be more simply arrived at the practices conptinug

“Wao believe that if the fundamental “This urgently ausurs for a soly
: i and underlving evils are rooted u-.:'.llu»n which will not diminish the high
Marshal Foch has not thrown vers the whole structure of conspirac: 5 . -l s
FhEsd e . iracy, |regard in which this poople is held in
large forces to the north of the control, monopoly and restraint must srhational g
Vesle, The units which have crossed | r4)) - ‘ Sire E |ml- rnational commiltee.

are stretched along the Rhelms-Sofs-
sons highway and
stubborn resistance

Over the eptire (ront between Sois

“If these five greal concerns owned |
no packing plants and killed no eattle
and still retained control of the Instru |

are meeting with

gons and Rhbelms Lthe artillery Juel |WeNts of transportation, of marketing
continues intense. Enemy guns are ®nd of storage their position would be
of medium callber and it la believea |00 less strong than it is

Recommendations to President.

the Germans have thelr guns north ot =
The commission then recormmendod

the Alspe in preparation for an even-

tual retirement from  between the ‘(1) —That the government acquire,

rivers throtigh the railroad administration
West of Solssons the Germans are @1 rolling stock used for the transpor

showing signs of Dervousness ang  '8tion of meat animals and that such |

ownership be declared a zovernment
monopoly.

“(2)—That the government acqulre, |
through the rallroad adminlstration,
the princlpal and necessary stockyards
of the country Lo be treated as frelght
depots and to  be operated wunder
such conditlons as will insure open,
competitive markets with uniform
scale of charges for all services per

have carried gut two surprise attaclks,
Both syere checked by the FPrench

Euast of the Nieppe forest north of
St. Venant British patrols have taken
30 prisoners. In Pleardy the Britisn
have repulsed further German offorts
to advance astride the Bray-Corhie
road,

On tha Italian front
lery firing continues French troops
in easiern Alhania have repulsed o | formed and the acquisition or estab-
Bulgarian attack while along (he Hshment of such additional yards from
Semeni in the west Itallun -'.'I\'ulr}. time to time us the development u[i
captured seventy prisoners In rout- |[livestock production may require, This
Ing of an Austrian column [t Include customary adjuncts of
stockyards. -

"($)—That the government acquire,
[through the rallroad  adminlstration;
all privately owned refrigerator rall-
raad cars and all necessary equipment
for their proper operation and that
such ownership be declared a govern-
ment monopoly.

“{4)—That the [ederal governmenl
acquire such of the hranch housos,
cold gtorage plants and warehouses us

lsolated artil.

LONDON, Aug. 8. —There is \riljo-l
spread discontent In the large Aus-
trian towns by a recent rise of 116 per
cent in the price of bread, according lo
on Exchange Telegraph dispateh from
Zurich loday. Negotlations have been

situation and meetings of protest have
been held in gVienna, Prague and

Companies Own World Production

The commiltee savs the five pack-
Ing compuaniex either saparatoely Or
Jointly own or conltrol more than hall

of the export meat production of the

Argentine, Brazll and Uruguay and
have investmen!s in other surplus
meat producing  countries including

Australia as well as branches in Great
Britaio, France, laly, Germany, Can
ada, Denmark and Paraguay

“Under present shipping conditions,™
the report adds, “the blg American
packers control more than hall ol the
meat upon which the Allies are de-
pendent.”

Companies Falsify

Of the difficulties which the pack
eéra threw into the way of the c¢om-
misgsions” investigators headed by
Francls J. Heney, Lthe report says

“Thea commission through Mr., Heney
had to meet deliberate falsification of
returns properly required under legal
anthority; we had to meel schools for
witnesses where employes were coach -
ed in anticipation ol their being called
to testify in an lanvitation ordered by
you (the president) and by the con- |
gress of the Unlted States.” |

The commisslon’s staff. the reporl
declared, have met and overcome ev-
eéry obstacle that “ingenuilty and mon- |
ey could devise to impede them.” The
président's attention was called to the|
work of Mr. Heney “whose conduct of |
the case, bocause of {ts sucgess, huai
mel with condemnation, misrepresen- |
tation and criticlsm.”

TANKS
ARE IN

ACTION

Government May Con- Steamship Merak Sent French and British Mon-
trol all Plants and | Down off Cape Hatter-  sters Cross Avre-

Lucf_!a_lley.
| ATI'ACKIE(LHEAVILY

French Follow Ally Into
Fierce Early Morning
Battle.

WITH THE BRITISH ARMY IN
FRANCE, Augz. 8—(Reuter's)—French
and British tanks have crossed thr
Avre-Luce vialley in the new drive this
morning

The German positions just south ol
the Ancre river were heavily attacked
by the British. Thelr assault extend-
e to the south where their right wing
Joins the French lines. Three-quar-
tirs ian hour after the Dritish at-
lacked the Germans, the French took
up the battle

This was near the time the Diamond
shoal lLightship itself was =ent down
by the enemy ralder

The secrecy
plans for the attack

nf

ereatest surrounded

During the nizht

the Germnns heavily bombarded the
British lines but their shells were in-
effective An extraordinarily large
number of tanks accompanied the
storming troo clearing the way for
them in the ay light of dawn and
lielping to overcome enemy strong
poinls

The main weight to the allied blow
was directed against General von Hut
ier's Eighteenth army

The atitack must
Germans by surprise as the weather
hias not been such as would general.
Iy bhe chosen (or the commencement of
new operailons

('n Monday
downpour of

[ront

have taken the

n

Lthers

ram

was a1
along

continuous
the Amiens

Germans Given

PARIS, Aug 8.—The allied
pu the Albert-Montdidier (ront today
apparently was unexpected by the
Germanps and many prisoners wero
taken, Ope Germen division was sur-
prigsed as It was coming up to relleve
the frant line troop:

Heports received up
noon indicated that the
progressing favorably

The average advapee Wius approxi-
mately two and one-hall mileés an
front of slightly more than 25 wiles

The allied advance at some poinls
wias more than three miles Impuor
lnnt material hasg been captured by
the advancing (rocps

— 00 -

NO AMERICANS
NEW OFFENSIVE ON
BRITISH FRONT

WASHINGTON, Aug. 8 —So far as
known here no American divisions are
involved in the Franco-British thrust
south and southeast of Amlens. Amer
fean troops formerly in the Cantigny
sector, where the first American at-
tack resulted in the capture of the

Surpriss.

atlack

to mid-alter
nsiye wel

town of Cantigny, are understood (o
have been withdrasm many weeks
4go.

Some American units are brigaded
with British units, however, and may
bo participating In the new blow
struck by General Foch. It |s also pos-
sible that Americans are with the
French First army.

- 004-

JUDGE BECKER UNPATRIOTIC

EU CLAIRE, Wis, Aug. 7.—Judzo
John M. Becker, of Monroe, tried in
federa]l court here on & charge of hav-
ing made unpatriotic utlerances, was
convicted by a jury tonight, Sentence
was deferred.
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PRISE

On 28-Mile Front Southeast of Amiens

GERMANS DRIVEN
BACK 3 MILES
IN QUICK TIME
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